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Comparative for your virtues* to be ftiled 

The under hangman of his realm. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 

7 here refteth the comparative that is, granted that it is 
either lawful ©r binding ; yet whether other things be not to 
be preferred before the extirpation of herefies. Bacon. 

I he flower or bloffom is a pofitive good ; although the re- 
move o 1 it, to give place to the fruit, be a comparative good. 

Bacon s Colours of Good and Evil. 
This bubble, by reafon of its comparative levity to the fluid 
that inclofes it, would necciTarily afeend to the top. Bentley . 

2. Having the power of comparing different things. 

Beauty is not known by an eye or nofe : it confifts in a 
fymmetry, and it is the comparative faculty which notes it. 

Glanville’s Scep/is Scientifca. 

3. [In grammar.] The comparative degree expreffes more of 
any quantity in one thing than in another ; as, the right hand 
is the ftronger. 

Comparatively, adv. [from comparative.'] In a ftate of 
companion ; according to eftimate made by companion; not 
pontively. 

The good cr evil, which is removed, maybe efteemed 
good or evil comparatively , and not pofitively or Amply. Bacon. 

In this wo'nd whatever is called good is comparatively with 
other things of its kind, or with the evil mingled in its com- 
pofltion ; fo he is a good man that is better than men com- 
monly are, or in whom the good qualities are more than the 
bad. Temple. 

The vegetables being comparative 1 y higher than the ordinary 
terreftrial matter of the globe, fubfided laft. Woodward. 

But how few, comparatively , are the inftances of this wife 
application ! Rogers. 

To COMPA'RE. v. a. [ compare , Latin.] 

1. To make one thing the meafure of another; to eftimate the 
relative goodnefs or badnefs, or other qualities, of any one 
thing, by obferving how it differs from fomething elfe. 

I will hear Brutus fpeak.' 

I will hear Caflius, and co?npare their reafons. Shakefpeare. 

They meafuring themfelves by themfelves, and comparing 
themfelves among themfelves, are not wife. 2 Cor . x. 12. 

No man can think it grievous, who conffders the pleafure 
and fweetnefs of love, and the glorious vidory of overcoming 
evil with good ; and ’then compares thefe with the reftlefs tor- 
ment, and perpetual tumults, of a malicious and revengeful 
fpirit. Tillctfon , Sermon vi. 

He that has got the ideas of numbers, and hath taken the 
pains to compare one, two, and three to fix, cannot chufe but 
know they are equal. Locke. 

Thus much of the wrong judgment men make of prefent 
and future pleafure and pain, when they are compared together, 
and fo the abfent confidered as future. Locke. 

2 . It may be obferved, that when the comparifon intends only 
ffmilitude or illuftration bylikenefs, we ufe to before the thing 
brought for illuftration ; as, he compared anger to a fire. 

Solon compared the people unto the fea, and orators and 
counfellors to the winds; for that the fea would be calm and 
quiet, if the winds did not trouble it. Bacon’s Jlpophthegms. 

3. When two perfons or things are compared, to difeover their 
relative proportion of any quality, with is ufed before the 
thing ufed as a meafure. 

Black Macbeth 

Will feem as pure as fnow, being compar’d 

With my confinelefs harms. Shakefpeare’ s Macbeth . 

To compare 

Small things iviih greateft. Milton’s Paradife Regained , b. iv. 

He carv’d in iv’ry fucli a maid fo fair. 

As nature could not with his art compare. Drydcn. 

If he compares this tranflation with the original, he will 
find that the three firft ftanzas are rendered almoft word for 
word. Addfon’s Sped at or, N°. 229. 

4. To compare is, in Spenfer , ufed after the Latin compare, for 
to get; to procure; to obtain. 

But, both from back and belly, ftill did fpare 
To fill his bags, and riches to compare. Fairy Khteen, b. i. 

CompaRe. n.f [from the verb.] 

j. The ftate of being compared ; comparative eftimate; com- 
parifon ; poffibility of entering into comparifon. 

T here I the rareft things have feen. 

Oh, things without compare. Suckling. 

As their finall galleys may not hold compare 
With our tall fflips. Waller. 

Beyond compare the Son of God was feen 
Molt glorious. Milton’s Paradife Loft, b. iii. /. 138. 

2. Simile; fimilitude ; illuftration by comparifon. 

True fwains in love fhall in the world to come, 

Approve their truths by Troilus ; when their rhimes. 

Full of proteft, and oath, and big compare , 

Want limi-lies. Shakefpeare’ s Troilus and Creffida. 

Comparison, n. f. [ comparaifon , French.] 

i. The ad of comparing. 

Natalis Comes, comparing his parts with thofe of a man, 
reckons his claws among them, which are much more like 
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iTrf TLake 0 k goocT ' 7 “ “ t0 dnve 0n th i e «f>r!fon too 

Our author faves me the comparifon with' tkPPdft r T 
fays, that herein he ,s to imitate the tragick poet ' n 

2. i he ftate of being compared. 1 D >yden. 

« 7!, Wi |! ri S htl y efti mate what we call good and evil w 

lhall find it lies much in comparifon & / We 

Objeds near our view are apt to be thought greater thnn 
thofe of a larger fize that are more remote • and fo l ? 
pleafure and pain': the prefent is apt to carry it nn i 
adiftance have the di fad vantage in the complrifm “ '°\cT 

3. A comparative eftimate ; proportion. ~ ' h ' 

If men would live as religion requires, the world would be 
a moft lovely and definable place, in comparifon of what now 

One can fcarce imagine how fo plentiful tZ £ 

• come fo miferably unpeopled, in comparifon of what it once 

M /\ S f '1 * • • r Addifon’s Remarks on hah 

4. A fimilem writing or (peaking; an illuftration by fimilitS 

As fan and as good a kind of hand in hand comparifon had 
been fomething too fair and too good for any lady in Hritany 

5- [In grammar ] The formation of a/ldjeflive'’ 

To'cOMPA'RT % r Cati ! n iW i r0 \ AW 
Jo COMPART . v. a. [compartir, r r. from cm. and tartar. 

Lat.] To divide ; to mark out a general defign into its va- 
nous parts and fubdivifions. 

I make hafte to the calling and comparting of the whole 

n W0 , Wotioris Architecture. 

Compa rtiment. n.f. [, compartiment , French.] A divifion of 
picture, or defign. 

The circumference is divided into twelve compartments 
each containing a complete pidure. p 0 J 

Comparti'tion. n.f. [from compart .] P * 

1. The ad ©f comparting or dividing. 

2. The parn marked out, or feparated ; a feparate part. 

Their temples and amphitheatres needed no compartitions . 

„ . _ Wotton’s Architecture. 

Compartment, n.f [compartiment, French.] Divifion; fe- 
parate part of a defign. 

The fquare will make you ready for all manner of compart- 
ments, ^ bafes, pedeftals, and buildings. P eacham on Drawing. 
To CO MI ASS. v. a. [ compaffer , I r. compafjarc , Ital. pajfbus 
metiri, Latin.] 

I. Fo encircle; to environ; to furround ; to inclofe. 

A darkfome way, 

That deep defeended through the hollow ground, 

And was with dread and horrour compaffed around. Fairy Pdf 
I fee thee compafs’d with thy kingdom’s peers, 

That fpeak my falutation in their minds. Shakefp. Macbeth. 
Now all the hleffings 

Of a glad father compafs thee about ! Shakefpeare’ sTempef. 
The fhady trees cover him with their fhadow : the willows 
of the brook compafs him about. Job, xl. 22. 

Obferve the crowds that ccmpafs him around. Dryd. Virg . 
To dare that death, I will approach yet nigher; 
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Dry den’s Mr, 


Thus, wert thou compaffed with circling fire. 

2. To walk round anything. 

Old Chorineus compafs’d thrice the crew. 

And dipp’d an olive-branch in holy dew, 

Which thrice he fprinkl’d round. 

3. To beleaguer; to befiege; to block. 

1 hine enemies fhall caft a trench about thee, and compa 
thee round, and keep thee in on every fide. Luke , xix. 4 

4. Tografp ; to inclofe in the arms ; to feize. 

5. 1 o obtain ; to procure; to attain ; to have in the power. 

That which by wifdom he faw to be requifite for th; 
people, was by as great wifdom compaffed. Hooker’s Prefac 
His mafter being one of great regard. 

In court to compafs any fuit not hard. Hubbard's Tal 
If I can check my erring love, I will ; 

If not, to compafs her I’ll ufe my fkill. Shakefpsar 

How can you hope to compafs your defigns, 

And not diffemble them ? Denham’s Soph ; 

The knowledge of what is good and what is evil, wh; 
ought and what ought not to be done, is a thing too large 1 
be compaffed, and too hard to be maftered, without brains ai: 
ftudy, parts and contemplation. Sout> 

He had a mind to make himfelf mafter of Weymouth, 
he could compafs it without engaging his army before it. Clare 
The church of Rome createtb titular patriarchs of C01 
ftantinople and Alexandria; fo loth is the pope to lofe the r 
membrance of any title that he hath once compared. Brerewoo 
invention is the firft part, and abfoiutely necefiary to the 
both ; yet no rule ever was, or ever can be given, how 
compafs it. Dry den s Dufrejnt 

in ev’ry work regard the writer’s end, 

Since none can compafs more than they intend. P°p 

6. [Inlaw.] To take meafures preparatory to anything; 2 
to compafs the death of the king. 

Co'mpass. n.f [from the verb.] 

1. Circle; round. 
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This day I breathed firft ; time is conie round ; 

And where i did begin, there fhall I end : 

My life is run its compa Js. ■ Shakefp. Jnhus Ley at . 

z. Extent; reach; grafp. 

O, Juliet, I already know thy grief; 

It ftrains u.e paft the compafs of tny wits. Sba/cejpeare. 

That which is out of the compa/s of any man’s power, is 
to that man impoffible. South's Sermons. 

How few there are may be jufily bewailed, the compafs of 
them extending but from the time of Hippocrates to that Oi 
Marcus Antoninus. _ r Tcmfle. 

Animals in their generation are wifer than the fons of men , 
but their wifdom is confined to a few particulars, and lies in a 
very narrow compafs. Acldijon s Spectator, N . 120. 

This author hath tried the force and compafs of our lan- 
cmaee with much fuccefs. Swift. 

O O 
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3. Space; room; limits. 

No lefs than the compafs of twelve books is taken up in 
t p. c f e# Pope’s EJfay on Homer’s Battles. 

The Englifh are good confederates in an enterprize which 
may be difpatched in a fhctft compafs of time. AddiJ Freeholder. 

You have heard what hath been here done for the poor by 
the five hofpitals and the workhoufe, within the compafs of one 
year, and towards the end of a long, expenfive war. Atterb. 

4. Enclofure ; circumference. 

And their mount Palatine, 

Th’ imperial palace, compafs huge, and high 

The lfrudhire. Milton’ s Paradife Regained, b. iv. /. 50. 

Old Rome from fuch a race deriv’d her birth, 

Which now on fev’n high hills triumphant reigns, 

And- in that compafs all the world contains. Dryd. Virg. Gior. 

5. A departure from the right line; an indiredl advance; as, to 
fetch a ccmpafs round the camp. 

6. Moderate 1 pace ; moderation; due limits. 

Certain it is, that in two hundred years before (I fpeak 
within compa f) no fuch commiffion had been executed in 
either of thefe provinces. Davies on Ireland. 

Nothing is likelier to keep a man within compafs than the 
having conftantly before his eyes the ftate of his affairs, in a 
regular courfe of account. Locke. 

7. The power of the voice to exprefs the notes of mufick. 

You would found me from my loweft note to the top of my 
compafs. Shakefpeare’ s Hamlet. 

From harmony, from heavenly harmony, 

This univerfal frame began : 

From harmony to harmony. 

Through all the compafs of the notes it ran. 

The diapafon clofing full in man. Drydcn. 

S. [This is rarely ufed in the lingular ] The inftrument with 
which circles are drawn. 

If they be two, they are two fo. 

As ftift twin compaffes are two : 

Thy foul, the fixt foot, makes no fhow 

To move ; but doth, if th’ other do. Donne . 

In his hand 

He took the golden compaffes , prepar’d 
In God s eternal ftore, to circumfcribe 
1 his univerfe, and all created things. Milton' s Parad Loft. 
To fix one foot of their compafs wherever they think fit, 
and extend the other to fuch terrible lengths, without deferib- 
ing any circumference at all, is to leave us and themfelves in 
a very uncertain ftate. Swift on DiJJentions in Athens and Rome. 

9. The inftrument compofed of a needle and card, whereby 
mariners fteer. 

1 he breath of religion fills the fails, profit is the compafs by 
which factious men fteer their courfe. King Charles. 

Rude as their fhips was navigation then ; 

No ufeful ccmpafs or meridian known : 

Coafting, they kept the land within their ken, 

And knew no North but when the pole-ftar ftione. Dryden. 

With equal force the tempeft blows by turns, 

From ev’ry corner of the feamen’s ccmpafs. Row’s J. Shore. 
lie that firft difeovered the ufe of the compafs, did more for 
the Supplying and increafe of ufeful commodities than thofe 
Who built workhoufes. Locke. 

Compass-saw. n.f. 

The compafs-faw fhould not have its teeth fet, as other faws 
have ; but the edge of it flrould be made fo broad, and the 
back fo thin, that it may ealily follow the broad edge, without 
having its teeth fet. Its office is to cut a round, or any other 
compafs kerf; and therefore the edge muff be made broad, 
and the back thin, that the back may have a wide kerf to turn 

muDA/'OTnxT /- Moxon’s Meehan. Exer. 

CHMI A 'SION , n f [compaffon, Fr. from con and patior, Lat.] 

lity; comm deration ; forrow for the fufferings of others- 
painful fympathy. " ’ 

Ye had c. mpaffion of me in my bonds. Heb. x. 24 

Their angry hands 

My brothers hold, and vengeance thefe exa<ft; 

1 his pleads compaffon, and repents the fact. Dryd. Fab'es. 

Vot C j S00L " na ’' Ured mai1 is t0 be move d with compaffon 


for thofe misfortunes or infirmities, which another would turn 
into ridicule. Addifon’s Spectator, N-. . f 

To Compassion, v. a. [from the noun.] i o pity ; to com 
paffionate; to comm ife rate : a word fcarcely uled. 

O, heavens! can you hear a good man groan. 

And not relent, or not compaffvn him ? Shakef L 2 it. /matin. 

Compassionate, adj [from compaffon.] Inclined to com- 
panion; inclined to pity; merciful; tender; melting; loir* 
cafily affected with forrow by the mifery of others. . 

There never was any heart truly great and generous, tnat 
was not alfo tender and compajjionate. South’s Sermons. 

To Compassionate, v. a. [from the noun.] Io pity; ta 

commiferate. . 

Experience layeth princes torn eftates before then eyes, 

and withal perfuadcs them to compaff ovate themfelves. Ra agh. 

Compaffionates my pains, and pities me ! ? 

What is compaffion, when ’tis void of love ? Addifon s Cato. 

Compassion ately. adv. [from compa ffionate.] Mercifully; 

tenderly. 

The fines were affigp.ed to the rebuilding St. Paul s, and 
thought therefore to be the more feverely impofed, and the 
lefs compaff onately reduced and excufed. Clarendon . 

CompateRnity. n.f [con and paternitas, Latin] 

Goffipred, or compaternity , by the canon law, is a fpi ritual 
affinity ; and a juror that was goffip to either of the parties 
might, in former rimes, have been challenged as not indiffe- 
rent by our law. * Davies’ s State of Ireland. 

Compatibility, n.f. [from compatible.] Confiftency ; the 
power of co-exiffing with fomething elfe; agreement with 
any thing. 

COMPATIBLE, adj. [corrupted, by an unfkilful compliance 
with pronunciation, from competible, from competo , Latin, to 
fuit , to agree. Competible is found in good writers, and dught 
always to be ufed.] 

1. Suitable to; fit for ; confiftent with ; not incobgruous to. 

The objedft of the will is fuch a good as is compatible to an 
intellectual nature. Hale’s Origin of Mankind. 

2. Confiftent ; agreeable. 

Our poets have joined together fuch qualities as are by na- 
ture the moft compatible -, valour with anger, meeknefs with 
piety, and prudence with difiim ulation. Broome. 

Compatibleness, n.f. [from c.mpatible,] Confiftency 5 
agreement with any thing. 

CompaTibly. adv. [from compatible.] Fitly; fuitably. 

CompaTient. adj. [from con and patior , Latin.] Suffering 
together. Dili. 

CompaTriot. n.f. [from con and patria, Lat.] One of the 
fame country. Dili. 

CompeRr. n.f [ compar , Latin.] Equal; companion; col- 
league ; affociate. 

Sefoftris, 

That monarchs harnefs’d, to his chariot yok’d 

Bafe fervitude, and his dethron’d compeers 

Lafh’d furioufly. Philips. 

To Com pf/er. v. a. [from the noun.] To be equal with; to mate. 

In his own grace he doth exalt himfelf 
More than in your advancement. 

In my right. 

By me invefted, he compeers the teft. Shakef. King Lear. 

To COMPED, v. a. [ ccmpe'lo , Latin.] 

1. To force to fome aCt ; to oblige; to conftrain ; to necefll- 
tate ; to urge irrefiftibly. 

You will compel me then to read the will? Sh. Jul. Csefar. 

The fpinners, carders, fullers, compell’d by hunger. 

And lack of other means, in defp’rate manner. 

Daring th’ event to the teeth, are all in uproar. Shakefp. 
He refufed, and laid, I will not eat : but his fervants, toae- 
thcr with the woman, compel cd him. 1 Sa. xxvn. 23. 

All thefe bleffmgs could but enable, not compel us to be 

h ?m- , Clarendon. 

2 . Jo take by force or violence; to ravifh from; to feize. 
1 his fignification is uncommon and harlh. 

The fubjeefs grief 

Comes through commiffions, which compel from each 
The fixth part of his fubftance, to be levied 
Without delay. Shakefpeare’ s Henry VIII. 

Compellable, adj. [from compel] That may be forced. 

Com pel l aT ion. n. f [from compel! , Latin ] The ftile of 
addrefs; the word of falutation. 

. The ftile fi«ed for all perfons on all occafions to ufe, 
is the compellation of father, which our Saviour firft taught. * 

r-p, ,. ... Duppa s Ru'es of Devotion. 

1 he peculiar compellation of the kings in France, is bv fire 
which is nothing elfe but. father. Tetri 

fnYpt-Mn' n ' J r f fr ° m "IT He that forces an otherF 
COMPtND. n.f. [compendium, Latin.] Abridgment; fum- 

mary ; epitome ; contraction ; breviate 

Fix in memory the difeourfes, and abftrafl them into brief 

comfends. _ IVattJ , Improvement of t be Mind p. i f . 

Compendia rious. adj. [comp, endiarim, Latin.] .Short; con- 
traded; fummary ; abridged. J 

r p ° 

" Compendio'si ry. 




